
 

 

     PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
July 23, 2012 5:30 p.m. Courthouse 
 
 MINUTES: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
Commissioner Trey Gooch Ernest Burgess Randy White  
Commissioner Robert Peay Mary Schneider  Mike Walls 
Commissioner Jeff Phillips            Larry Farley  Dan Goode  
Commissioner Tiffany Phillips         Michael Gregory  Lynn Duke 
Commissioner Doug Shafer  Larry Flowers Joe Russell  
Commissioner Matt Young Tim Hooker      Becky Shelton 
Commissioner Gary Farley, C    
          
  Chairman Farley presided and called the meeting to order at 
5:30 p.m. with all members being present at that time. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
  "Commissioner Peay moved, seconded by Commissioner Gooch, 
to approve the minutes of the last meeting as mailed.  This motion 
passed unanimously by acclamation." 
 
AMBULANCE SERVICE REPORT:  
 
  Randy White presented the Ambulance Service report for the 
use and information of the Committee for June and July.  Commissioner 
Young requested the maintenance costs per year on the different 
ambulances to help in assessing when an ambulance needs to be replaced 
in addition to using mileage.  Following discussion,  
 
  “Commissioner Young moved, seconded by Commissioner Peay, 
to approve the Ambulance Service report as presented.  This motion 
passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
JUVENILE DETENTION REPORT:  
 
  Lynn Duke presented the Juvenile Detention report for the 
use and information of the Committee for June and July.  Following 
review,  
 
  "Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Peay, to approve the Juvenile Detention report as presented.  This 
motion passed unanimously by acclamation." 
 
  Ms. Duke next presented a proposed contract with Grundy 
County to house juveniles.  Following discussion, 
 
  "Commissioner T. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Gooch, to approve the contract with Grundy County for the housing of 
juveniles.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation." 
 
  The Committee was also provided information regarding a new 
program at the Juvenile Detention which pairs pets with the young 
people.   
 
OSHA REPORT: 
 
  Dan Goode presented the OSHA report for the use and 
information of the Committee.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Young moved, seconded by Commissioner T. 
Phillips, to approve the OSHA report as presented.  This motion passed 
unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY REPORT:  



 

 

 
  Tim Hooker presented the Emergency Management Agency report 
for the use and information of the Committee for June and July.  
Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Shafer moved, seconded by Commissioner T. 
Phillips, to approve the Emergency Management Agency report as 
presented.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
CORRECTIONAL WORK CENTER REPORT:  
 
  The Committee was advised Bernard Salandy was unavailable 
but the Correctional Work Center report was presented for the use and 
information of the Committee.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Gooch moved, seconded by Commissioner Young, 
to approve the Correctional Work Center report as presented. This 
motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
DRUG COURT REPORT: 
 
  Mary Schneider presented the Drug Court report for the use 
and information of the Committee.  Following discussion,   
 
  "Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Shafer.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation." 
 
PAWS REPORT:  
 
  Michael Gregory presented the PAWS report for June and July 
for the use and information of the Committee.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Young, to approve the PAWS report as presented.  This motion passed 
unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  Mr. Gregory next presented a proposed budget amendment of 
$6,000 from Account #101-55120-189 (Other Salaries/Wages) to Account 
#101-55120-357 (Veterinary Services) to provide additional funding to 
pay for veterinary services due to the vet vacancy.  Following 
discussion, 
 
  "Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Shafer, to approve the budget amendment of $6,000 from Account #101-
55120-189 (Other Salaries/Wages) to Account #101-55120-357 (Veterinary 
Services).  This motion passed unanimously by roll call vote." 
 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT REPORT: 
 
  Joe Russell presented a proposed budget amendment of $3,062 
increase to Account #101-44530 (Sale of Equip) and Account #54110-431 
(Law Enf. Supplies) to recognize revenue from the sale of equipment; 
$6,100 from Account #101-39000 (Unas. Fund Bal) to Account #54110-399 
(Other Charges) for donations from last fiscal year; and $27,000 from 
Account 101-39000 (Unas. Fund Bal) to Account #54110-196 (Inserv. 
Train) to transfer funds from Tn. Emergency Communications Board not 
used in previous years.  Commissioner Peay questioned if the Budget 
Committee should have this type information when it is considering the 
budget and the ending fund balance.  Following discussion, 
 
  "Commissioner Shafer moved, seconded by Commissioner J. 
Phillips, to approve the budget amendments of $3,062 increase to 
Account #101-44530 (Sale of Equip) and Account #54110-431 (Law Enf. 
Supplies); $6,100 from Account #101-39000 (Unas. Fund Bal) to Account 
#54110-399 (Other Charges); and $27,000 from Account 101-39000 (Unas. 
Fund Bal) to Account #54110-196 (Inserv. Train).  This motion passed 
unanimously by roll call vote." 
 



 

 

  Mr. Russell next presented a proposed budget amendment of 
$5,000 from Account #121-54110-429 (SP Inst. Sup), $1,000 from Account 
#121-54110-338 (SP Veh. Maint) and $2,329 from Account #121-54110-718 
(SP New Veh) with $8,329 to Account #121-54110-196 (SP Ins. Train) for 
upcoming in service training expenses and $10,000 from Account #121-
34525 (SP Fund bal) to Account #121-54110-319 (SP Conf. Pay) for 
future expenses in the Confidential Fund.  Following discussion, 
 
  "Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Young, to approve the budget amendments of $5,000 from Account #121-
54110-429 (SP Inst. Sup), $1,000 from Account #121-54110-338 (SP Veh. 
Maint) and $2,329 from Account #121-54110-718 (SP New Veh) with $8,329 
to Account #121-54110-196 (SP Ins. Train) and $10,000 from Account 
#121-34525 (SP Fund bal) to Account #121-54110-319 (SP Conf. Pay).  
This motion passed by roll call vote with Commissioner Peay voting 
"no"." 
 
  The Committee was next provided the line item reports for 
its use and information.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Shafer moved, seconded by Commissioner Peay, 
to approve the line item reports as presented.  This motion passed 
unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  The Committee was advised the commendation letters were 
sent electronically due to the number of pages. 
 
  Mr. Russell next advised Sheriff Arnold wished to enter 
into a Cooperative Agreement with the Sumner County Sheriff's Office 
for the housing of prisoners in the event of a disaster.  A copy of a 
letter to Sheriff Sonny Weatherford was provided.  This was for the 
information of the Committee.  
 
  Mr. Russell next advised the bid opening for chillers and 
water heaters was upcoming and will have a six month option to 
purchase.  The bid is being done now to have in place in the event one 
of the units goes out or in the case of an emergency. 
 
COUNTY FIRE/RESCUE DEPARTMENT:  
 
  Larry Farley presented the County Fire/Rescue Department 
report for the use and information of the Committee.  Following 
discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner J. Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Peay, to approve the County Fire/Rescue Department report as 
presented.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  The Committee was advised there had been a fire at the Elam 
Road station and Mr. Farley is in the process of evaluating rebuilding 
and has met with an architect.  As the County is self-insured, the 
deductible on vehicles is $25,000 and $100,000 on buildings.  If the 
station is not rebuilt this will affect the ISO rating in this area.   
 
FIREWORKS BAN:  
 
  Chairman Farley next advised many phone calls were received 
recently during the drought regarding why the County could not ban 
fireworks and the County had been told it did not have the authority 
to ban the same.  However, Chairman Farley advised he believed if the 
County adopted police powers and the International Fire Code through 
the zoning regulations then it would have the authority to ban 
fireworks.  The Fire Code is also needed to make sure fire hydrants 
are sufficient.   
 
  Mayor Burgess advised legal review is needed as he had an 
Attorney General opinion from 2008 where the County had no authority 
on opening burning and there are limitations on what the County can do 



 

 

under police powers.  Mayor Burgess advised in the research on open 
burning no authority could be found.  Chairman Farley advised the 
International Fire Code would be adopted through zoning regulations 
and was not statutory authority.  This does not ban selling fireworks 
but can ban the shooting of the same.   
 
  Larry Farley advised he also wanted to create a Resolution 
on other burning of illegal materials such as plastics with an 
increased fine.  Chairman Farley advised the Fire Code may give more 
authority to handle when there is an eminent danger.   
 
  "Commissioner Peay moved to forward a request to the 
Planning Commission to include the International Fire Code in the 
Zoning Resolution.  There was no second to this motion." 
 
  Commissioner J. Phillips as Chairman of the Planning 
Commission advised he would like a report from the County Attorney 
Office before a recommendation is made.  Chairman Farley advised the 
Fire Code would encompass more than fireworks.   
 
  Commissioner J. Phillips advised he would also like input 
from counties that have already adopted the Fire Code and what they 
have in place.  Chairman Farley advised Knox and Hamilton have adopted 
the Fire Code and he thought Williamson had as well. 
 
RUTHERFORD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION: 
 
  Mike Walls, Rockvale Fire Chief, addressed the Committee 
advising he would like to start the process of looking into purchasing 
new tanker trucks big enough to classify as pumpers with appropriate 
equipment.  Mr. Walls advised Consolidated Utility District has 
changed many of the hydrants from orange tops to red tops and the fire 
departments cannot pump off of red tops.   
 
  Commissioner Peay inquired if the Chiefs Association is in 
agreement on the type of truck to purchase and Mr. Walls advised they 
were.  Chairman Farley questioned if a department did not need a 
tanker could they purchase something else.  The Chiefs Association has 
discussed the purchase of nine trucks.   
 
  Chairman Farley inquired as to the maintenance costs on 
trucks and this will have to be provided.   
 
  The Committee was advised trucks previously purchased for 
the volunteer fire departments were originally purchased through the 
Litigation Fund and subsequently through the Development Tax.  Mayor 
Burgess advised there is currently no money available to purchase fire 
trucks.   
 
  Mr. Walls advised the wear and tear on the trucks comes 
from sitting on the scene pumping.   
 
  Commissioner Young advised the County needed a plan in 
place on replacement of ambulances and fire trucks.   
 
  Mr. Walls advised he had received estimates on suitable 
trucks from $181,460 to $215,000 not including equipment which runs 
$35,000 to $40,000 to meet ISO rating requirements.  Commissioner 
Young requested information on the pricing.  Larry Farley advised 
tankers are needed on the south side of the County.  Mr. Walls advised 
consideration has to be given to the turn radius and size limitations 
on bridges.   
 
 
  Mr. Walls advised the Chiefs Association just wanted to 
bring this to the County's attention.   
 
  Commissioner Peay suggested a future Public Safety 



 

 

Committee meeting be held at the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Department 
facilities to view the same.  It was the consensus of the Committee to 
meet at the Kittrell headquarters in October due to the weather and 
after the Committee changes.  It was suggested a tour be held at 4:30 
p.m. with the meeting at 5:30 and all Commissioners to be invited.  
Larry Farley is to get with the Kittrell Chief to set up the same. 
 
 There appearing to be no further business to come before the 
Committee, Chairman Farley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
GARY FARLEY, Chairman                                          


