
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Between  

The City Of Murfreesboro 
and  

Rutherford County Government  
for  

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
Composting Facility Grant Program FY 2014-15 

 
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) is currently accepting 
grant applications to be used by entities to promote composting and to reduce food waste disposal 
in our landfills. The goal of the Solid Waste Management Act of 1991 is to reduce by twenty-five 
percent (25%) the amount of solid waste disposed of at Class I municipal solid waste disposal 
facilities. Organic material such as yard and food waste is a portion of the waste stream.  The City 
of Murfreesboro has diverted the yard waste from the disposal facility since 1997. The diversion 
of food waste from the waste stream would be an expansion of this compost facility. In addition 
to the benefits of recycling, the citizens and government departments for Rutherford County and 
the City of Murfreesboro would benefit from the use of the free soil amendment as the end 
product from this program. 
 
The maximum amount of the award if granted would be $2.5 million with the recipients matching 
the funds expended dollar for dollar.  Additional consideration is given to entities that work 
together to achieve the goals of the Solid Waste Management Act of 1991.  Rutherford County 
Solid Waste Management (RCSWD) and the City of Murfreesboro Solid Waste Management 
(MSWD) would jointly apply for this grant.   
 
The Rutherford County Solid Waste Department agrees to collect the food waste and 
compostable paper products from the area county and city schools and deliver to the City of 
Murfreesboro‘s Solid Waste Department’s facility at 4765 Florence Road, Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee.  
 
The City of Murfreesboro would collaborate by accepting the food waste material at the facility 
to be combined with yard waste program currently in place.  The composted material and end 
product will be a soil amendment to be given to the citizens of Rutherford County and City of 
Murfreesboro free of charge. 
 
The City of Murfreesboro will be the designated fiscal agent to file the grant application on behalf 
of both entities, and if awarded, request the drawdown of funds, and pass the corresponding 
reimbursement on to Rutherford County as reported and requested, as well as maintain and 
submit necessary reports to TDEC.  
 
If the grant is jointly awarded to the two named entities, the conditions of this MOU have been 
agreed as noted by the signatures below. 
 
For City of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County Government: 
 
 
______________________________________________ _________________________    
Shane McFarland, City Mayor                         Date 
 
 
______________________________________________  _________________________    
Ernest G. Burgess, County Mayor                         Date 
 


